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ing Public TV 



By Tom Shales 



the attack on the Nixon ad- 
ministration policies repre- 

Wc nf * nitUens’ ad- sented by CPB president 
Members of a cit Henry Loomis and chairman 

visory committee on p ub lie oftl * board Thonas B Cur- 

television got them^ first tiSj both of whora took office 
channee to confront the ne > ; ? in fae fali. Loomis said soon 
public TV leadership yest - after assum i ng his post that 
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dat and used the opportu- 
nity to challenge plans for 
de-emphasis of public affairs 
programs, question the di- 
rections that public TV will 
now be taking, and seek 
greater influence in future 
programming. 

Two delegates to the 36- 
member Advisory Commit- 
tee of National Organiza- 
tions to the Corporation for 
Public' . Broadcasting (CPB) 
said they are seriously con- 
sidering quitting the com- 
H mittee and withdrawing 
ft their groups’ support. They 
• ’I threatened the action unless 
| CPB resists what they see as 
, I White House efforts to curb 
I national public affairs pro- 
. I gramming. 

A1 Zack of the AFL-CIO 
and James D. Williams, com- 
munications director for the 
National Urban League, led 



eenteralized CPB “network” 
programming of public affairs 
would be de-emphasized in 
the future. 

Curtis said yesterday that 
his mind is not made up 
about the issue, but he is 
considered a supporter of 
the administration’s views. 

The advisory committee 
consists of 36 organizations 
with national constituencies. 
It was established not by 
the Piblic Broadcasting Act 
that created CPB in 1967, 
but by Loomis’ predecessor, 
John Macy Jr., who set it up 
in 1969. He envisioned it as 
a liaison between the public 
and the corporation and as a 
source of lobbying power on 
Capitol Hill. Macy resigned 
in August of this year. 

The questions fielded by 
Loomis and Curtis, during 



the committee’s fourth quar- 
terly meeting of the year at 
a downtown hotel, were the 
latest chapter in a continu- 
ing debate over whether 
CPB should supply stations 
with centralized public af- 
fairs programs or delegate 
more of such programming— 
and the funds for it— to local 
stations. Loomis and Curtis 
see CPB as a service of main- 
ly cultural and educational 
material. 

Other organizations repre- 
sented on the committee in- 
clude the American Bar As- 
sociation, the American 
Medical Association, the 
Boy Scouts of America, the 
National Council of 
Churches of Christ, the Na- 
tional Council of Senior Cit- 
izens and the U.S. Jaycees. 

Hyman Bookbinder, repre- 
senting the American Jew- 
ish Committee, was among 
the administration critics. 
“We crave for the right kind 
of public affaris,” he told 
Loomis. Bookbinder said the 
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H. \ commercial networks were 
'§ f;,- failing to satisfy that crav- 
J ) . ing. 

g if Williams said, “My worst 
U fears have been confirmed.” 

; Williams demanded assur- 
v> ‘ ances from Loomis and Cur- 
f tis that there will still be 
j;. National public affairs 
% J , shows on public TV, and 
$ ; that their assurances be 
51 Cc “backed up by the White 
.51 j House.” 

& . Zack complained that the 
0 committee was not consulted 
, on the first CPB program- 
's ming decisions made for 
1 next season. “You’re asking 
\*y for our advice after the 
S decisions have been made,” 
$ he told Loomis. Zack said 
.i the committee had been 
■'if bothered with “academic 
wastes of time” in the past 
: because its advice was after 

the fact. 

v The group then voted to 

consider a three-part pro- 
0 posal, made by a subcommit- 

P 



tee, that iit be polled and 
consulted before final pro- 
gramming decisions are 
made for next year. 

Loomis and Curtis both 
maintained that they were 
eager for counsel from the 
committee. Curtis seemed to 
be anticipating the criticism 
to come when he said, early 
in his remarks to the com- 
mittee, “I like a good fight 
as long as we know what 
were fighting about.” 

Curtis conceded that 
“there are people” in the 
executive branch who wouhj 
like to see all CPB “net- 
work”-produced public af- 
fairs shows dropped from 
public TV and local stations 
originate such programming 
with a local rather than na- 
tional emphasis. Their posi- 
tion “may dominate,” he 
said' but he added that “the 
White House is not mono- 
lithic” and said it was still . 
the CPB board that made 
CPB policy. ‘ 

“I don’t believe that in 



many of the (public affairs) 
programs there has been 
proper balance and impar- 
tiality,” Curtis said, refer- 
ring to charges of “Eastern 
establishment” liberal bias 
in some CPB shows. “But ,1 
don’t want to see it go too 
far the other way” to a pro- 
administration point of view. 

“Because of abuses that 
have gone on, you have to 
pull back somewhat to get 
to the good wood and build 
on it,” Curtis said. 

Like Curtis, Loomis said 
he found the term ‘‘public 
affairs” ambiggous but said 
“We very much feel there 
should be discussion of im- 
portant issues. It’s a matter 
of how you do it. Much of 
what we do now is more su- 
perficial than it should be.” 

Loomis declined to specify 
what forms topical program- 
ming should take. Curtis 
said he thought a truly “in- 



depth” public affairs pro- I 
gram would be one that I 
could be aired over and over ! 
again for the next 20 years. ; 

Among the delegates pres- I 
ent was actor-singer Theo- 1 
dore Bikel, representing | 
“scientific, professional and 
cultural employees*’ in the I 
AFL-CIO. 

Bikel warned the public 
broadcasters against the 
threat of “corporate con- 
trol,” which he sees as a 
danger that comes with 
funds and grants from such 
big U.S. companies as Gen- 
eral Electric and Mobil Oil, 
both now underwriting cur- . 
rent public TV series. Curtis 
said he agreed with Bikel, 
that programs should not be 
accepted for broadcast just 
because they are underwrit- 
ten and therefore “free,” j 
but he said non-federal I 
sources of additional reve- 
nue have to be found. 



